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pound  or  complex;  therefore,  our  development  and  joy  is  dependent 
upon  those  complex  conditions  which,  to  produce,  call  forth  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  the  principles  comprehended  in  the  Golden 
Rule. 

There  are  a  few  very  important  and  outstanding  features  in 
the  development  of  the  human  race,  which,  if  left  undeveloped, 
places  man  in  a  condition  of  condemnation.  These  necessary  fea- 
tures in  man's  development  are  conceived  to  be  the  very  attributes 
of  Godliness,  and  can  only  be  brought  out  by  carefully  observing 
with  our  neighbour,  the  fundementals  of  the  Golden  Rule;  not  in  a 
spasmodic,  uncertain  or  unreliable  manner,  but  as  a  daily  rule  of 
our  lives . 

The  Law  of  the  Golden  Rule  does  not  compromise ,i t  is  the 
Golden  Rule,  or  it  is  the  opposite. 

Among  the  attributes  of  God  are  Faith,  Purity,  Honesty, 
Truth,  Porbearence,  Patience,  Mercy,  Gentleness,  and  Love.  How  let 
us  examine  a  few  of  these  principles  in  our  own  lives  with  our  own 
declaration  --  that  our  religion  is  the  Golden  Rule,  and  see  how 
firm  we  could  stand  if  judged,  or  tested  by  it. 

"When  I  do  anything  by  way  of  error,  and  I  break  faith,  99 
times  out  of  the  100  it  is  against  my  fellowman  that  I  sin.  I t  is 
against  my  neighbour  whenever  I  act  opposite  or  in  the  negative  to 
either  of  the  above  divine  attributes,  and  it  is  through  him  when 
I  develop  them. 

Now  if  the  present  conditions  were  non-exjs tent ,  man  could 
not  exercise  the  Golden  Rule,  and  hence  have  no  opportunity  for 
giving  joy  to  others,  nor  obtaining  joy  and  development  for  him- 
self. He  must  live  in  a  state  of  innocence  and  impotence.  But  if 
my  neighbour  does  that  which  calls  forth  a  great  trial  of  my  pa- 
tience, gentleness,  truthfulness,  virtue,  honesty,  forgiveness,  or 
benevolence,  and  I  conquer  self  through  the  victory  in  so  doing, 
however  hard  it  may  have  been,  I  have  lived  the  Golden  Rule  and 
developed  in  the  victory,  each  of  those  inherent  and  divine  attri- 
butes; because,  when  one  attribute  is  developed  or  degraded,  all 
have  been  effected. 

I  have  noticed  that  most  of  our  Golden  Rule  is  in  giving  a 
return  compliment  to  our  friends,  who  have,  at  some  time  or  in 
some  way,  done  us  a  kindness;  where-as ,  the  Golden  Rule  commands 
us  "to  do  unto  others  (even  our  enemies)  as  we  would  that  they 
should  do  to  us".  That  necessitates  our  finding  the  needy  neigh- 
bour, and  helping  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

The  elimination  of  greed  is  one  of  the  first  essentials, 
and  the  development  of  a  generous  spirit  will  have  to  be  the  pro- 
cess by  which  it  is  to  be  done..  Therefore,  if  we  are  honest  in  our 
professions,  that  our  religion  is  the  Golden  Rule,  we  will  find 
that  we  need  all  the  strength  which  comes  to  the  human  race  through 
the  Grace  of  God,  declared  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  fear 
we  often  place  our  own  and  individual  limitations  on  what  the  Gold- 
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on  Rule  really  is ;  where-as ,  the  Golden  Rule  comprises  every  God- 
like attribute  in  behalf  of  our  neighbour,  rioh  or  poor,  bond  or 
free,  white  or  black. 

The  riches  of  gold  is  not  the  only  means  within  our  power 
or  the  limits  oi  our  requirements.  Charity  is  the  only  fitting 
richness  which  can  always  meet  the  requirements  oft  those  who  have 
the  Golden  Rule  for  their  religion,  and  so  beautifully  explained 
by  Apostle  Paul  in*  1st  Corinthians  13th  chapter.  When  we  say  we 
live  the  Golden  Rule  and  yet  live  in  opposition  to  these  precepts 
--"we  lie  and  do  not 'the  truth." 

May  God  ever  give  us  grace  to  follow  after  Charity  --  then 
we  will  be  Latter-day  Saints  indeed, 

-  Mission  President  Samuel  Martin  - 


Our  1927  Convention  has  come  and  gone,  and  we  beleive  it 
not  presumptuous  to  say  all  have  been  very  much  edified  and  bene- 
fitted by  coming  down. 

Prom  Thursday,  December  15th,  till  Tuesday,  December '27 th, 
with  the  exception  of  Friday  morning',  the  16th, which  day  was 
sp6.nt  en  a  Fathers  and  Sons  Outing.  We  have  held  splendid  meetings, 
the  whole  convention  being  devoted  to  the  development  of  greater 
efficiency  in  the  many  and  varied  phases  of  our  Missionary  labours. 
We  devoted  the  early  morning  class  only  to  Principles  and  Doctrines 
of  the  Church. 

The  Elders  appeared  to  maintain  a  real  vim  and  interest  in 
the  varied  subjects.  Some  excellent  papers  were  read  and  discussed. 

During  the  Convention,  all  the  Elders  with  Branch  President 
Thomas  Wilson  were  invited  up  to  the  homo  of  Brother  William  P. 
Dani'eis  for  a  real  Xmas  feast,  the  table  being  spread  with  all  the 
bounties,  which  the  season  affords.  At  this  feast  the  Elders  pre- 
sented to  Brother  and  Sister  Daniels  a  very  beautifully  carved 
brass  flower  pot. 

Before  leaving  for  their  fields  of  labour,  the  Elders  were 
united  that  -the  cost  and  any  temporary  loss,  suffered  in  the  Dis- 
tricts, was  more  than  compensated  by  the  benefits  received  by  such 
annual' association .  They  unanimously  voted  for  convention  at 
'"Cumorah"  again  in  December  1928. 

S.  M. 


'A  common  sort  of  enemy  is  the  friend  who  does  not  oppose  us 
when  we  do  wrong.    The  man  who  is  satisfied  with  himself  is  not 
vi^y   w e 1 1  a c  q uai n t  ed . wi t h  hi ms  e 1 f . 

;.:■    .    :.'■.  / 'A  ' 
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"THE  VALUE  OP  SU1IDAY  SCHOOL  WORK". 

I  have  been  asked  bo  prepare  and  read  to  you  a  paper  set- 
ting forth  the  value  of  the  Sunday  School  work  in  the  Mission 
Field.  I  feel  my  weakness  in  attempting  to  do  so,  for  I  know  that 
the  position  which  this  organization  holds  in  the  South  African 
Mission  is  an  important  one;  as  it  is  throughout  the  world  where 
ever  the  Children  of  Israel  are  assembling  themselves  together  to 
learn  more  of  God  and  His  ways. 

The  Sunday  School  is  one  of  the  auxiliaries,  organized  by 
the  First  presidency  to  be  a  help  to  the  standard  organizations. 
It  is  not  independent  of  the  Priesthood;  but  is  subject  to  the 
powers  and  authority  of  the  Church,  and  is  dependent  upon  the 
Priesthood  of  God  for  its  existance. 

The  late  Prophet  and  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  in  setting 
forth  the  object  of  Sunday  School  work  at  the  April  Conference  of 
1903,  said  in  part:  "The  paramount  object  is  to  be  ah  ourchildren 
the  truth ; '■  te^ch  .them,  to  te  hone-arable,  pure  minded,  virtuous, 
hones'-  and  upright,  and  enable  thum  by  our  advice  and  counsel, 
and  by  our  gaurdianship  over  them,  until  they  reach  the  years  of 
accountability,  to  becom  the  honourable  of  the  earth,  the  good 
and  the  pure  among  mankind,  the  virtuous  and  the  upright,  and 
those  who  shall  be  worthy  to  enter  the  house  of  God  and  not  be 
ashamed  of  themselves  in  the  presence  of  angels,  if  they  should 
come  to  visit  them-"  If  this  is  the  object  of  the  Sunday  School, 
surely  you  Will  agree  with  me  when  I  say:  Its  position  in  the 
Church  is  second  to  none. 

The  braining  of  the  child  is  the  moulding  of  the  man.  Pope 
says:  "Just  as  bin?  twig  is  bent,  so  is  the  tree  inclined".  The 
Sunday  School  is  the  means  of  keeping  the  twig,  or  young  child, 
bent  in  the  right  direction.  The  one  who  is  teaching  the  child  is, 
or  should  be,  heart  and  soul  a  latter-day  Saint,  believing  unre- 
servedly in  the  doctrines  of  the  Church.  One  of  the  essentials  of 
a  good  Sunday  School  is  to  have  good,  pure-minded,  intelligent, 
noble,  true  and  faithful  teachers;  with  such  to  guide  the  children, 
our  boys  and  girls  will  be  developed  in  intelligence,  in  faith,  in 
works  of  righteousness,  and  in  purity  of  heart  and  mind  and  spirit, 

The  school  itself  includes  graded  classes  for  the  study  of 
the  scriptures,  for  training  in  theology,  in  moral  and  religious 
duties,  and  in  the  discipline  of  the  church.  By  virtue  of  these 
studies  in  graded  classes-;,  all  members  of  the  church  both  young 
and  old,  whether  they  attend  the  Kindergarten,  Parents  class,  or 
any  of  the  intermediate  grades  --  their  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  is 
greatly  added  to.  Ey  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Gospel,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  from  on  high,  man  may  receive  the  Gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  for  his  constant  guide  and  companion.  When  a  child 
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of  God  receives  this  Rift,  there  is  born  wichin  him  a  knowledge  of 
the  things  of  Goc. .  among  tiam  a  re::  tmor.y  that  JesuS  is  the  Christ; 
"And  the  Rely  Ghost  beareth  record  ci  biie  Father  and  Me"  3'~cphi  , 
28:11.  This  testimony  must  be  developed  and  strengthened  if  it  is 
going  to  benefit  the  owner.  Thro"a.gh  a  knowledge  of  the  Plan  of 
Salvation  gained  in  the  classes  of  the  Sunday  School,  each  Latter- 
day  Saint  may  lave  his  testimony  developed  and  added  to,  until  ha 
knows,  aye  knows  of  a  surety, tha;  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the-  Saviour  of  the  world;  that  Joseph  Smith  was  in  very  ".-' 
deed  a  prophet  of  G-od;  and  that  ;:his  great  Latter  Lay  work  is  car- 
ried on  unaer  inspiration  from  en  high. 

Nothing  is  a  greater  aid  to  a  strong  Branch  or  District  in 
the  missions  of  the  world,  than  a  strong,  faithful  local  Priest- 
hood. To  receive  the  Priesthood  of  G-od,  is  to  receive  the  great- 
est honor  that  can  be  conferred  upon  man.  If  one  expects  this 
great  authority  to  be  given  him.  he  must  prepare  himself  'with  that 
objact  in  view.  Again  the  Sunday  School  classes  are  invaluable  in 
preparing  our  men  and  boys  for  the  Pries  thoo 

We  want  our  girls  to  also  be  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus  burning  in  their 
hearts.  These  girls  of  the  mission  Field  will  be  mothers  in  Zion, 
in  whose  care  will  bo  uhe  spiritual  welfare  and  salvation  of  many 
yet  unborn.  The  Sunday  School  will  py spare  these  gizls  to  be  the 
mothers  of  noble,  pure,  hone.;.'1:  and  upright  children  in  Si  on. 

To  our  Mothers  the  Sabbath  School  is  a  wonderful  aid  to 
their  spiritual  growsh.  Hei  e  they  sit  sid*?  by  side  with  men  hold- 
ing the  Holy  Priesthood.  They  arc  able  to  ask  questions  on  doctrin- 
al points  of  which  they  arc  not  clear; and  have  these  questions 
answered  ^nC.   discussed  by  thsii  husbands  and  fathers  who  are  mem*? 
bers  of  the  Priesthood. 

It  was  said  by  Joseph  F.  Smi'il'li  that  roe  very  foundation  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  of  righteousness,  of  progress,  of  development, 
of  eternal  life  and  eternal  increase  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  laid 
in  the  divinely  ordained  home ;  and  t  bere  should  be  no  difficulty 
in  holding  in  the  highest  reverence  and  exalted  thought  the  home 
if  it.  "car:  be  built  upon  the  principles  of  purity^  of  true  affection, 
of  righteousness  and  justice. 

\Jq   will  all  agree  that  the  Gospel  o:.  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
greatest  homo  builder  'xnoi'n    to  man.  Nowhere  in  the  world  will  you 
find  the  home-life  that  is  existent;  in  the  dwellings  of  Latter-lay 


Saints.  1  fee]  tha 
ing  about  the  conl 


"he  Sunday  School  is  of  great  value  in  bring- 
tioas  that  tend  to  make  the  ideal  home;  because 
of  the  fact,  that  ic  reaches  each  member  of  the  house-hold. 

The  Sunday  School  classes  teach  the  children  to  honor  Father 
and  Mother,  to  love  or.o   another,  arc  to  follov/  the  example  of  Jesus , 
These  same  classes  tear?,  them  to  have  clean  hands  and  hearts;  to  be 
pure  and  clean  in  though *  end  action.  Tha  parents  arc  taught  the 
principles  of  order,  love,  union,  confidence,  and  absolute  faith 
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and  trust.  By  placing  these  principles  in  action  -  the  home  be- 
comes that  God  ordained  institution,  which  is  the  ideal  of  every 
faithful  Latter-day  Saint. 

In  our  morning  Sunday  Schools,  the  saints  are  able  to  par- 
take of  the  sacrament,  renew   their  covenants  before  the  Lord,  and 
thus  receive  a  continued  endowment  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Becauso  of 
the  spiritual  strength  that  cornea  from  so  doing,  wo  should  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  saints  the  importance  of  attending  the  Sun- 
day School . 

Because  of  the  pleasing  associations  in  the  Sunday  School, 
the  bonds  of  love  and  good-fellowship,  that  exist  between  the 
brothers  and  sisters,  are  strengthened.  When  ties  are  strengthened 
between  two  brothers,  the  branch  becomes  more  forceful.  Staunch 
branches  mean  stronger  Missions,  and  the  strength  of  the  mission^ 
of  the  world  to  the  strength  of  the  Church. 

While  the  church  was  organized  for  the  benefit  and  strength- 
ening of  the  saints,  is  nevertheless  has  a  far  reaching  effect  up- 
on the  hearts  and  minus  oi  investigators  who  attend.  Here  an  inves- 
tigator is  able  to  study  !;he  doctrines  of  the  church  and  see  the 
effect  01  the  gospel  upon  the  lives  oi  the  individual  members. 
Friends  who  send  their  children  to  the  Sunday  School  cannot  fail  to 
be  impressed  by  the  teachings  that  the  little  onGS  bring  into  the 
home  after  the  hours  of  class  are  o-er, 

May  Sod  bless  and  help  us  each  and  everyone  to  realize  the 
greatness  and  importance  of  fhic:  work  is  my  nrayer,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Elder  Noel  G.  Knight 

(Note:  the  following  paper  was  read  a!:  the  Elders  Convention  in 
December,  102b . ) 


President  Samuel  Martin  received  a  nice  letter  from  former 
President  and  Sister  J.  Wyley  Sessions,  who  send  their  love  and 
greetings  to  all  saints  and  friends  o."   the  South  African  Mission. 

As  Presidents  cf  the  L.D.S.  Seminary  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  they 
ar6  kept  very  busy;  and  being  so  far  removed  from  "heir  home  and 
loved  ones  in  Salt  Lake  City,  they  feel  that  they  are  still  out  in 
the  Mission  field  making  and  enjoying  the  association  of  new 
friends . 

They  would  like  to  write  to  each  oi'   all  those  who  were  so 
kind  to  them  but  time  and  gosts  preclude  such  o  task.  Therefore 
th'.y  ask  all  to  feel  their  nearnesc  through  the  "Cumorah  Monthly 
Bulletin"  as  their  medium.  3.M. 


!ho  31ory  of  God  is  intelligence. 
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"BE  PREPARED"'. 

To   be   prepared    can  be   applied    to   any  and    all   phases   of  life. 
It   is   a  worthy  aim   to   worh  for.    "ho  nations    fo    the  world   are    contin- 
ually discharging   their   old   soldiers    and    enlisting    the   services    of 
new   ones,    so    that    they   can   "Be   Prepared"   in   case    their   lives    or 
property  are   in  danger.    The   navies    also   are   kept    in   good    condition 
by    the  discarding   of   old   ships    for  new   onec ,    so    that    they   too    can 
"Be  Prepared".    The  Boy  Scouts    of    the   world   hav3   as    their  slogan: 
"Be   Prepared",    which  necessitates    their   being  minute   men  ready  for 
any   test    of    their  ability    that   might    present   itself. 

All   of    these    examples   show  us   hew  nations   as   well   as    indi- 
viduals   "value"    their  lives.    They  spend   millions    m  money  a    1   years 
of   time   so    that    they   can   "Be  Prepared",    let    come  what   may.    1    repeat 
that   it' is   a  worthy   cause   for   nations    or,  individuals    to  work   for. 
But   how  much   greater  is    the    cause   for   us    to    ''Bo  Prepared"   for    the 
ne.'it   life,    it   being   eternal;    while    this   life   is   but   a  few  years. 

Are  we   keeping  age-worn   thoughts   and   acsioiis   in   our  army   of 
life?     Are  we   keeping  prejudice,    hatred    and    ill   feelings   stored    in 
our  shipyards?      Are  we    trying   to    "Be  Prepared''    to    assise   our  fel- 
lowmen  at    every  opportunity  and    thereby  help  save    ourselves   by   be- 
ing a  Savior? 

Brothers   and   Sisters:    the   ,iext   life   is    just   as    real   as    this; 
if  not,    we   might   as  well    give    up  our   aim  in  liffl. 

May    the   LOx-d    bless   us   all    that   we  may    take    an  account    of 
ourselves    often,    and    discara    the   old   useless    thirgs    of   li^e;    put- 
ting in   their  place    those    thing.;    of  Go",    that   never   grow  eld;     that 
we   may  "Be  Prepared"   for    the    time  when  all   men  will   be    judged   from 
what    they  really   are. 

Elder  Wells    L.    Evans. 


At   our   Convention  and   devotional   meeting  held    on  Saturday 
morning,    December   24th,    Elder  Leo   R.    Jenson  who   has    sorted   in    fclsa 
capacity  of  Mission  Secretary  for    the   pas  t    20  months  'was    ;ues  anted 
with  a  beautiful   18c.    gold   signet   ring  as    a  Small    token  of   appre- 
ciation from  President    and   Sister  Samuel  Martin  and   all    the  Eld  -vs 
in   the   field  . 

Elder  Jenson  will  relinquish  his  duties  as  Mission  Secretary 
and  Sub-Editor  of  ';he  .  "'Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin"  on  lecemoer  31st.. 
and      the   duties   will   be   assumed   by  Elder  Theodore   P.    Martin. 

Elder   Jenson   carries   with   him   the   love   and    esteem  of   all    his 
missionary  associates   who    join  with  us    in  wishing  him  and   Districts 
Presidents   Paul  A.    Thorn  and   Wm.    Earl   Hutchings    a  pleasant   voyage 
back  'to    their   loved   ones   in   Zion. 
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These  three  Elders  contemplate  leaving  about  January  £9th. , 
and  wish  to  convey  through  the  means  of  the  "Bulletin"  their  ex- 
pressions of  love  and  appreciation  to  all  Saints  and  Friends  who 
have  shown  them  so  many  kindnesses  during  the  past  30  months. 

S.i.1. 


"Cumorah"  was  just  thrilled  on  opening  up  a  box  on  Monday 
morning,  December  25th. ,  and  finding  a  beautifully  decorated  cake 
from  Sister  Hughes  and  her  daughter,  Isabel  Hughes,  of  Regents 
Park,  Johannesburg;  wishing  us  all  the  Seasons  Greetings,  which 
we  very  heartily  and  sincerely  reciprocate  in  great  appreciation. 

S.M. 


THE  TEMPLE  OF  GOD- 
Preparation  ':o  Enter  Therein. 

To  find  ffweet  joy  in  other's  weal, 

For  other's  woes  compassion  feel, 

And  strive  all  wounds  to  cleanse  and  heal 

Such  gems  should  light  the  mind 
And  work  their  way  to  usefulness, 
With  strong  desires  to  serve  and  bless 

Each  motive  chaste  and  kind. 

False  pride,  or  jealousy,  or  hate 
Should  not  approach  the  temple  gate  — 

Admission  seek  to  gain. 
Humility  is  grace  in  all  -- 
He  that  exalts  himself  shall  fall  -- 
We  all  should  heed  the  warning  call 

And  thus  avoid  the  pain. 

Forgiveness,  charity  and  love  -- 
All  feelings  hard  are  vain  above  -- 

The  Savior's  blessings  win. 
His  house  of  order  and  of  prayer 
To  enter  should  his  Saints  prepare. 
His  gifts  most  choice  are  there 

Free  from  all  taint  of  sin, 
Ready  for  all  to  freely  share 

Who  worthily  enter  in. 

Lula  Greene  Richards. 
(Copied  from  the  Improvement  Era.) 
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"MISSION  HEWS' 


"Cumorah"  Mowbray. 

Through  the  wonderful  efforts  of  our  Relief  Society,  a  Ba- 
zaar was  held  on  December  1st  which  proved  successful  and  was  very 
encouraging  to  the  Sisters. 

On  account  of  our  annual  reports  and  the  Convention,  our 
visiting  and  tracting  has  been  somewhat  broken  into. 

All  the  Elders  from  other  Districts  throughout  South  Africa 
arrived  here  between  December  12th  and  15th. 

A  very  successful  Fathers  and  Sons  Outing  was  held  at  Kirs- 
tenbosch  on  December  15th  and  16th. 

Our  Convention  started  on  the  15th  of  December  and-  ended  on 
the  27th,  when  all  voted  that  i;t  was  successful..  The  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted  proved  very  successful  and  benefitial  to  all 

On  Tuesday  evening,  December  20th  the  Elders  and  the  Branch 
President,  Thomas  Wilson,  enjoyed  the  annual  "feast"  at  Brother  Wm. 
P.  Daniels  home. 

Che  two  Sunday  Evening  Services  held  during  the  Convention 
were  well  attended  and  proved  most  enjoyable. 

While  the  Elders  were  here  they  made  many  visits  to  the 
Saints  and  Friends. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  over  the  success  of  our  years  work  and 
the  Convention  just  completed. 

-  District  Clerk  Rex  C.  Ellsworth. 

"Ramah"  Johannesburg 

Although  our  tracting  and  visiting  has  been  interrupted  by 
our  annual  Reports  and  Convention,  we  feel  to  rejoice  over  our  ac- 
complishments . 

The  attendance  at  our  meetings-has  shown  a  marked  improve- 
ment over  previous  months  and  some  of  the  investigators  are  ear- 
nestly studying  the  Gospel. 

District  President  Noel  0.  Knight  of  Kimberley  paid  us  a 
visit  for  two  weeks.  His  testimony  was  of  great  strength  to  all. 

On  December  3rd,  the  Relief  Society  held  a  Bazaar.  It  was 
the  first  one  held  in  this  District  for  three  or  four  years,  and 
proved  very  successful.  It  was  officially  opened  by  Councilman 
Charles  Walters,  ex-mayor  of  Johannesburg. 

President  Marion  1.  Allred  arrived  here  from  Durban  on  De« 
cember  5th.  He  will  succeed  President  Paul  A.  Thorn,  who  will  be 
released  in  January. 

Various  Socials  have  been  held  during  the  month  which  in- 
cludes the  following: 

A  Farewell  in  behalf  of  President  Thorn  at  the  home  of  Sis- 
ter Kruger  on  December  7th- 
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The  Closing  Night  of  Mu'rijl  in  the  Waterval  Branch  on  De— 
re.'jb.or  8  th; 

A  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  Party  on  December  9th;  and 
a  Welcome  for  P^esidont  Marion  1.  Allred  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  D.  R.  Wanberg  on  December  10th. 

During  blio  month    two  children  of  record  were  baptized  and 
the  child  of  Brother  and  Sister  Orr  was  blessed. 

We  are  sorry  to  announce  that  while  we  were  at  Convention  in 
Cape  Town,  Sister  Thompson  the  first  member  in  the  Transvaal  died. 
The  Funeral  Service  was  conducted  in  her  homo  under  the  direction 
of  Elder  Leonard  G.  Muir,  who  was  Left  in  charge  of  the  District. 

D.' strict  Clerk  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 

Port  Elizabeth  District. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  b6en  very  busy  in  preparing 
for  Convention,  and  our  regular  duties  have  been  lessened  to  a  con- 
siderable extrnto  The  work  that  has  been  accomplished  has  been  a 
joy  and  benefit  to  both  branches . 

The  usual  visit  was  paid  to  Uitenhage  in  the  early  part  of 
the  month  and  successful  meetings  were  held. 

On  December  1st,  a  fine  baby  girl  arrived  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Mrs,  Louis  Slab" art  of  Uitenhage.  We  feel  to  congrat- 
ulate Brother  and  K::2&eS51abbe.rfc '. 

On  December  the  8th,  the  M-.  I.  A.  hold  a  moonlight  Picnic 
near  Humewood  as  the  concluding  M.  I-  A.  session  for  1927.  We  had 
a  good  turnout  and  all  enjoyed  themselves  in  games  and  etc. 

On  Monday,  December  12th  the  Elders  left  for  Convention  at 
Cape  Town;  they  arrived  on  Jge&Sia^day,  Decemberllith.  They  enjoyed 
the  remarkably  inspired  Convention,  which  afforded  a  real  spirit- 
ual feast  uo  all. 

We  extend  our  best  regards  to  all  throughout  the  Mission. 

-  District  Clerk  Sheldon  R.  Free. 

Bloemfontein  District. 

We  wish  to  compliment  our  Relief  Society  Sisters  for  their 
good  work  throughout  the  year.  On  December  2nd  they  held  a  very 
successful  Bazaar,  and  received  -i  nice  return  for  their  labours. 

Our  Tracting  and  visiting  has  been  interrupted  considerably 
on  account  of  Convention  and  reports. 

The  local  Branch  Presidency,  with  Brother  Clarence  B.  Spear 
as  President,  was  left  in  charge  of  the  work. 

The  Elders  left  for  Kimberley  on  the-  10th  of  December;  spent 
Sunday  and  Monday  there,  then  left  for  Convention  on  the  13th  of 
December.  The  ramainder  of  the  month  was  spent  in  Convention,  which 
was  very  successful  indeed. 

-  District  Clerk  Charles  W.  Larson. 
Kimberley  District. 

On  November  25th,  District  President  Noel  G-.  Knight  left 
Kimberley  for  a  two  weeks  stay  in  Johannesburg.  He  returned  on  the 
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10th  of  December  and  reported  a  very  profitable  visit. 

The  Elders  from  Bloemfontein  also  arrived  here  on  the  10th 
of  December,  and  stayed  until  the  14th,  when  we  left  for  Convention. 

The  M.  I.  A.  gave  a  Farewell  Social  for  President  Knight. 
There  were  fifty-five  present  and  it  was  a  great  success-. 

The  Elders  of  Kimberley  and  Bloemfontein  arrived  at  Mowbray 
on  December  15th,  and  from  then  until  the  27th  -  enjoyed  a  wonder- 
ful Convention. 

W6  are  continually  praying  for  the  success  of  our  co-workers 
wherever  they  may  be. 

-  District  Clark  Wm.  B.  Holland. 

Natal  District. 

The  Saints  and  investigators  are  steadily  pushing  ahead, 
ever  ready  to  gain  more  knowledge  of  this  great  and  glorious  work. 
Our  afternoon  and  evening  appointments  have  been  most  interestingly 
filled. 

The  Saints  and  Friends  regret  very  much  to  lose  President 
Marion  L.  Allred ,  as  he  has  laboured  19  months  in  this  district, 
and  has  gained  the  friendship  of  all  those  acquainted  with  him.  He 
left  Saturday  morning,  December  4th  for  Piet ermari tsburg,  where  he 
spent  Sunday  with  Brother  and  Sister  A.uthur  Fagen  and  held  a  Sac- 
rament Meeting.  He  then  caught  the  train  to  Johannesburg  to  get  ac- 
quainted -with  conditions  before  assuming  his  labours  there  as  Dis- 
trict President  after  Christmas  Convention. 

Elder  Oral  N.  Becks tead  stayed  over  for  a  week  then ■caught 
the  Armadale  Castle  for  Cape  Town  to  attend  Convention. 

We  were  unable  to  leave  the  Branch  with  the  local  Brethren 
as  the  two  bearing  the  Priesthood  were  unable  to  attend. 

The  Saints  and  Friends  of  Natal  send  their  hearty  greetings 
and  blessings  to  all  . 

It  is  the  desire  of  all  the  Elders  to  make  1928  a  banner 
year  for 'the  selling  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Brethren  and  Sisters, 
let jus  support  the  Elders  in  this  movement  by  selling  a  few  our- 
selves to  make  the  South  African  Mission  hold  an  honourable  place 
with  other  Missions.. 

-  District  Clerk  Oral  N.  Becks tead. 

East  London  District. 

'  V/e  wish  to  .extend  Season's  Greetings  to  all  readers  of  the 
"Bulletin",  from  the  Saints,  friends,  investigators  and  Elders  of 
the  East  London  District. 

V/e  rejoice  at  this  time  in  the  progress  that  has  b6en  made 
in  this  District.   V/e  have  completed  second-  tracfcing  in  the  South- 
ernwood district,  during  which  time  we  have  been  successful  in 
opening  up  two  new  homes  for  visiting. 

The  Saints  and  investigators  are  steadily  growing  in  the 
Gospel ,  and. all  are  desirous  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
the  Word  of  loci  ,  so  that  they  might  servo  Him  and  receive  of  His 
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blessings  to  a  greater  ext'.nt  than  thoy  have  in  the  past. 

On  December  9th,  the  Elders  left  the  East  London  Branch  and 
journeyed  to  Cape  Town,  there  tc  enjoy  the. spirit  of  Christmas  and 
Convention. 

Let  us  make  the  year  1928  a  banner  year  in  the.  sales  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.   We  can  do  this  with  the  hoarcy  support  of  every 
member. 

-  District  Clerk  Ray  W.  Ellsworth 


JUDICIOUS  READING 
By  Bruno  Lessing. 

From  a  philosopher  of  the  last  century: 

"A  man  who  writes  for  fools  is  always  sure  of  a  large  audience. 
Be  careful  to  limit  your  time  .for  reading  and  devote  it  exclusively 
to  those  great  minds  of  all  times  and  countries  who  o'ertop  the  rest 
of  humanity,  those  whom  the  voice  of  fame  points  to  as  such.  These 
alone  really  educate  and  instruct." 

If  you  desire  to  read  for  education  and  instruction  you  will  find 
profit  in  that  advice. 

Many  people  read  books  because  other  people  read  them.  The  "best 
seller"  always  finds  more  and  more  buyers  while  its  vogue  lasts,  be- 
cause people  want  to  be  able  to  discuss  its  contents  with  others 
who  have  read  it . 

If  you  are  past  -forty  you  probably  remember  some  "best  seller" 
of  twenty  years  ago  which  everybody  talked  about  and  which  is  now 
forgotten.  The  reading  of  that  book  was  a  waste  of  time. 

Most  modern  reading  is  a  waste  of  time  because  most  people  read 
for  amusement.  There  is  really  very  little  difference  between  read- 
ing for  amusement  and  playing  cards  or  golf  for  amusement.  On  a 
fine  day,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  ode's  would  be  in  favour  of 
golf  because,  while  it  adds  nothing  to  one's  stock  of  knowledge,  it 
at  least  keeps  the  lungs  filled  wi'th  pure  air. 

There  are,  however,  many  people  who  desire  to  read  for  education 
and  instruction.  They  are  eager  to  know  what  books  to  read.  They 
want  to  learn,  to  improve  their  minds. 

It  is  such  people  who  will  profit  by  heeding  this  injunction:- 

"Be  careful  tc  limit  your  time  for  reading  and  devote  it  exclu- 
sively to"  those  great  minds'  of  all  times  and  countries  who  o'ertop 
the  rest  of  humanity."  San  Francisco  Examiner. 


A  straight  creed  will  not  atone  for  a  bad  life  or  a  crooked  character 


"CUMOFAH  MONTHLY  BULLETIN"  Page  13 

I  do  not  ask  for  fame  and  wealth 

Along  life's  way, 
Hot-  even  for  unbroken  health 

Or  death's   delay. 
But  for   the  satisfaction  due 
To   followers   in  Truth's   retinue. 

I   do   not   ask  for   restful    ease 

Along  life's  way, 
To   do    exactly  as   I    please 

To  toil  or  play; 
But  rather  to  persue  with  zest 
The  path  to  high  achievement's  crest. 

I   do   not   ask  for  applause   and   praise 

Along  life's  way; 
For  such  as  walk  in  fortune's  ways 

Oft   go   astray; 
But   rather  for   that   love   untold 
Which   turns    the   dross   of  life    to    gold. 

(Author  unknown). 
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